MEXICO
with her in order to put an end to the ill-treatment meted
out to his mulberry trees. Dona Josefa, however, was
denounced, and, on her arrest. Hidalgo proclaimed the
independence of Mexico. At that time he had with him
only a few officers and ten men armed with sabres.
His proclamation is known under the name of the Cry of
Dolores.
The day being a Sunday, he had the bell rung for
Mass and brought together his little flock, who decided
to follow him. Then he marched from village to village
shouting cLong live Our Lady of Guadelupe and death
to the Spaniards!9 The cure shortly proclaimed himself
Captain-General, scored a few successes, though he
failed to reduce Mexico, and ordered the abolition of
slavery throughout the land, under pain of death. That
decree, incidentally, was never put into execution.
Unfortunately, if we are to credit other historians, this
poor Mexican edition of the Vicaire Savoyard was in the
enjoyment of an annual income amounting to four
hundred thousand francs and all his aims and ideas
were directed towards establishing a sort of demagogic
theocracy over Mexico, of which he was to be
the sovereign lord. He represented himself as the
champion of a downtrodden peasantry, but he gave
fetes on a royal scale, at which his mistress did the
honours.
Be that as it may, on the I7th January, 1811, the
royalists routed the hordes of the revolutionary cure at
Galderon, and Hidalgo was shot on the ist August of
the same year.
Another cure, whose character is also the subject of
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